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Mr Prestdent of 1the Councid,
Mr Prosidont,

Chancellor,

Prime Mintetors,

Mr Presideni of the Commission,
Min{etere,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

1¢ 1¢ & uroat honour and ploasure for mo to have this opportuntty Lo present Lhe
Europesn Parliement‘s views to Lhis oxtraordinary nweting of the Europoean
Council at such a critical period. Answers nood to be found to tho questions
hotng acked by the general publie in Lurope and which youy, Mr Cha{rman, have sot
out 1n your letter as topice fTor diccuseion.

Al the very boginning of the British Prosidoncy I called for tho holding of a
spocial summit. Even without tho probleme relating to ratification of the
Maastricht Treaty, 4L was cloar tLhat ihe Furopean Council 41n Edinbuvgh in
Deoomber would heve Lo doal with an oxaessivo omounil of outstending bustinoss.

Té Lhis oxtent, the European Pariiesment particuiarly wolcomos the opportuntity
to discuss the eurront urgent issuos at Lthe highesetl political lTevel and Lo find
solutions,

At a spoctal sitting on J4 Ociobor the Furopoan Purltamont discussed 1n depth
the preparatlions for this Luropean Council, In & vesolulion adopted by an
overwhaelming majority, 1 was oxprorcly instructod Lo urge Lho Hoads of State or
Govornmant gethorod here Ltoday Lo improve {ransparency and domocracy within the
European Community.

We hovo a1l ccon - eome porhape with groater cuvpyied than athorg « Lhat the
debato on ratificaiion of the Maastirichi Troaty hat given rise Lo a high degree
of unceriainty, mistrust and Yack of undorsisanding on Lthe part of mon and womon
in Europo.

The lack of information and Lrancparency has been evidont, Quite rightly, thore
15 talk of a degven of alicenation botwoen politicians and ciid2ene al Europoan
Tovol. We must work jJeintly to onsure Lhat Lho acldvities and decisions of &l
Comnunitly bodies ore presontod in 8 way thet 15 cleaver and eatier Lo
undersiand, '

It 1¢ nol holpful te put tho bYamp for ecverything that goor wrong on ‘{thosn
poople in Brussels’. We should project a poeitive imagoe of the Euvopoan
Cominunity.

We should foe) an obligatlion ond duly to tackle jointly the obvious shorticomings
and inadequacior and declave our suppert for an approach which 4s close Lo the
grass rootls and Lransparent.,

"he European Parlifamont seces {ie vole as spoarheading euch a movenenti. A
conmitted defencoe of the procvese of Luwvopoan uniTication besed on openness,
subsidiarily and democracy 1e required Lo rastore Lrusl Lolween 1ho peliticiens
and thoe poople,

In 1Ls resolution of 14 October, Lhe furopean Parlfoament hat atven cloar gignels
in thes dirocliton.



The Europoan Parifsamont holds to tho Maastricht Treaty ac 1 stande. 1t wim
work fovy Lhe speody conclusion of Lhe ralifivulion prucess by a9 Meumbor Bistes.
Any change 1n tho Treaty must beo eoon 8s an atiempt to Lurn baok {he process
of intogretion.

Parifamont looks to Lhe Europodn Counci) for cloar assurancos in Lhis regard at
tho econelusion of Lhis maating.

Tho Europoan Parliament supports a formal declaratiéen_on great
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and domecracy. within the Luropoan Commuhity. Such e declaration should b
negotiated and adopted by tho Council, Commission snd Pavliament.

In Lthis contoxi, the European Paritament, which in Lthe oyes of tho public stands
for democvratic participation end pariiamentary scrutiny, attaches groat
{mpart.ancs Lo buing invelved on an equal feooling in the drafiing of such »
formal doc¢lerattion.

The Luropean Parliamont oxproesly ealle for Lthe prineipla of cubeidtiarity, which
18 anchovred in the Maastirichi Yroaty, Lo be enshrined in an interinsittutional
agrooment botwaen the Council, Comuission sand Lhe Euvepoan Pariliament. .

Ala
puring tho nogotiations on tho Maastricht Trcatly, Parliament dficus:ed Lhe
principle of subsidiarity on the basie of Lthe Martin vopori and!the veporis by
Valory Giscard D‘Estaing and Emiiio Colombo. I{ welcomes iLhe consi{derations
outlined by tho Procident of Lhoe Commission, Mr Delovs, during the epecial
cossion on 14 October as o point of doparture {oy» discucsions balween Lhe Lhroo
inttitutions.,

in ordor Lo onsure that tho preparatury work van bu concluded in time for the
Europoan Council in Fdinburgh, the [urcpoan Par)iamant e¢8tis for tha osrly
gonvening_of an_ihterinetitutional, gepferonce, on tho Yines of those held on
sovoral occagions during Lhe negotiations on tho Masstivichi Trealy,
Properationo for Lhis conforance should begin forthwith within the framework of
the Trislangun ar in meetings of Lho Prestdents of the Commicsion. Council and
Euvropean Parliamont,

Tho Eurvpoan Parliament 1s prossing ahead firmly wilh 11e own work in connection
with {mplomentation of the Msastiricht Trooty.

Tho possibility affordod by tho Meaptrichl Troaly of setiing up committoos of
inquiry and appointing an Ombudsman will provide Pariiament with {mporiant
{nstrumente, They will give 1L groator opporiunitly Lo exercieo control snd will
strongihon the rights of the 1ndividual citizen 4n the 1abyrinth of bureaucracy.
Pariiament will have concluded ite consultations by Oclobor and will immedieately
begin nogotiations with the othor dnctitutisne ocondavning the praclical:
arrangemontis.

As o contribution to veducing the democratie deficit, Parliamont {1c demanding
Lo ba put on an nqual foolina In Lhe legisrlative procoss.

It mointains t16 hasic position that the co-deecision procedure (pursuant to
Article 18Db) should bo applicd in all cascer in whieh tho Council acts by
majority decision. .
Thie 48 tho only moans of wienring Tull parliamontary controe) of Community
logtsiation, which hac hitherio beon lecking, particularly vis=brvis th?



Council. Ouy concewrn s Lhet we should alsoc Le abto 1o oxurct

. U gvmprohens
contrel over the Counei’l bureatcrasy. n tvo

The Curopoan Parliamont will shorilty bo submitling practical propoeals rolating
to the co-decicion procedurs in tho {ntorinstitutional consultatione.

Woe aro aleo ondoavouring 1o roach an agroanent whoraby the provisione of Lhe g6~
callod ithird roading will bo confined to a very eémall numbor of exeaptional
procedures.

It 18 not {n the Interesis of Ltho Community that Full domocreiie partictpation
should result in the Yegielative proceus coming Lte nathing.

On bohalf of the Luvopoan Parliamont, 1 urge you to give an undariaking that
yaur governments in {he Council will nol adopl any Tepgiclative proposel Lhat hes
been vojooted by ParYiament.

L

A further 1mportent factor in achioving greater transparency and groatlar
domecracy 1& the 1uprovement and ciepping up of cooporation hewwesn vhe Euvropodn
Parliament. and the national parlismentis.

Tho dobalte on the ratification of Ltho Masoirieht ‘Tvealy, whioh aYco sddroccoc
this point, has lod 1o a dofinite swing in opinion on the {assuet
MY those concowrned avo now showing intorost in groatev cooporation.

The European Paritamont Lekes the viow thatl the national pariiamento chould play
a groator role in the trangpoesition of Community law, thovreby contributing to
grant.ar transparanay and demacrany th Lha Community.

The govornmontis of Lho Mombor $ttatos uuetl Swwolve Lhoty parliamanic Lo a greateyr
extant 4n thoir Fuwopoan poliecy dosdicdone fanprrnt 4an hniwann 1Lha Furapnan
Parttamont and Lhe nattonal parliaments thould be stepped up e & way of
oxorcising contrel over the Council,

At Lhe samc 4L4me, the European Parliament proposcs tha rveconvening of a
conforence of the pariisments _of the Luropean.inign. Sueh o conference ohould
moel ag soon as poscsible and would be a further sign of grester trangparency and
domocracy .

In proparation for ihis conforence, which could be held tn the first or cocond
hal€ of 1003, 1 £hall shoirtly ba contacling the snponakers and precidenie of tho
national pavrlitamonte Lo diecurs tho date, compocitton and agondas for Lthe next
confoerenco of parliaments.

Tho Curopean Porldamont calle on Ltho fuvrepoan Council Lo reach agreement on the
Pelore 1l.paskage in Fdinburgh 1n December tn a epirit of Community solidearity.
This 36 8l¢0o & vital proroguisite for Lho succersful continustion of the process
of fntopratfen. Horo tovo, ah interinctitutional agroement e urgontly voquired.

Tho docipfon an tha 1003 Communiiy budgol and the futlure new financial system
musl not bo delayed. 1 would appeal to Lthe Prosident of the Council Lo keap
this tn mindg what 1s at stake 4t tho future of our Conmuniiy.

In Lthics connociion 1 should 1{ke Lo give a warning sgainsi cortain tondoncies

{0 misapply 1he principle of subsidiarity in order 1o give up or curtail
Community policy and io revert 1o national or {intevgovornmental poliecles.
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farlfamont will act docisively 1o countur such trends since

Joopardize evorvihing 1hst hac baan achieved to dato, ‘ﬁ:ﬁ .zaoli?:l:u::
communautlafre’, ,

Jo avoid any risk of boing misunderstood, allow mo to add that tho Curopean
Parliamant  wracopniroe clearty and unequivoeslly the bacie erinoiples of
subsidiarily, nsmely thet decisfons should be taken as ¢loso 1o tLho people as
poseibla and Lha nnod to constdor whothor & destiodon 16 roquived and whether 14
18 commensuralo with Lhe aim in viow, |

The Europoan Pariiament siroesos Lthe nood for Communiiy solddarity, in aallin
for economic and monotary unfon be achicvod on the basis of Lhe timotablo and
on Lthe condiiione 1a4d down in the Maastricht Treaty. Wo must remove the basis
for ecuvrrancy spooulation. AT the conditions muet bo aohieved for completioh
of Lthe singlo {nternal market on schodule. Our parliament opposes any attompts
1o creato & 'Lwo-spood [urope’,

Wo must d6 evorything peccible 1o achiove the agrood goalts together, TYhe pace
of progress {Lowards Lhose goals may diffor, what 1s important ¢s that thoy are
achioved Jointly. An oxample of thix Iy the bLuropcan Monetary Systom (EMS) oet
up in 1979, Tho rocent turbulence on the foreign oxchanpe markels shows that
the system 15 1111 incompliele and thet 1ho achioveniont of economic and monatary
unfon 1s mwore urgenlly roquived than over,

The achiovomonti of Europoan solidariiy also entsils furiher dovelopmant with )
‘soctal dimension’. TYhe Luropean Paritmment wdvocates a Conmunity infidfative
te stimuliala Lho oconomy. Tho aim of this initiative schould be Luv promote
employnonl and sustained cconomic growth which respects the environmont, which
will aTlow the criterdia of convergencoe to be mel without Lhe visk of recession
or inflation,

On tho quesiion of GA11, I should 1ike to confivm very briofly the stenco that
the European Pariiamont has consfstontiy adopled.

The ttiropoan Parltiamont 15 calling for thoe repid conclusien of 4Lho GATT
negoliations. Agroomont will require balancod concesgfons by al) the partios
involved. It 1s out of the guoetion that the Furopoan Communfty should be
roquired to make unilatloral concessions, Tho United Statos muet &leo be
prepared Lo accepl compromise solutdione, pavrticularly 4in Lhe area of
agricutture.

May 1 also mont{on the questfon of the number of Mombevs of the Europoan
Paritamont, which has yot to be rutolved.

The European Couneil undertiook Lo recach a decigion oh this issue 1nh Edinburgh,
f.a. woll in advance of 1he next divoct Luropoan electione 1n Junm 1004,

Tho Curopean Parliament has completud the necossary preparatory work 4n good
tiwme., In June of Lhis yoar {11 cubmiited & spocific proposal on Lhe numbow of,
seates. 1Thts should make 1L easter for you, tho Heads of State or Governmont,
to roach & deciston.
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Despite tho problems referrod to and olthor interns) difficulties, tho Europoan
Conmuntty has become nol loee, butl moro aliraclive te thooo outside (¢.

TYhis 48 evidencod Ly the grewing number of applications for ontry: seven have
alroady boen submitiad and a further one or twoe can bo oXpocted before the ond
of tho yoar. Countries appiying for monmborthtp must clearly undorstand Lhat
there are threoe hasic preconditione for membership of tho European Communitiy,
namelyi

« fpresdom within the rule of law,
= & plurailict domocracy,
- a s6¢ial mavrkot econshy.

Furiher cwvitoria sre 1Lhe eccoptance of Lhoe eoxisting body of Community
tegielation and tho provicions of the Trealy of Maasiricht with & commitment to
the political goanl of Luropoan Unfon. The lesl of these points will requive
coroful constderation, for oxemplo by the LCIIA eountrics applying for
membevrehip, 1n viow of Lthuir oxisling policy of neutrality. It 4o nocoscary to
ereale a now socurity structure for Europe and the world, The Euvopoan
Community must play an fmportant »ole hoevre shd apoumo itp full rooponcibildily.

For the European Parliamoni thore is no contradiction between the widening and
dooponing of the Luropean Community. J eontinue Lo advocale that bolh these
gools chould bo purecued and sehioved 4n paralloel. In view of Lhe {netitutionan
roform. poquired 4n this commoction. wo cannot waft for the 1intorgovernmontal
conforonco scheduled for 1006. Our instiitutions must bo romodelled Lo meel Lhe
new needs. Potenifal applicant countries should be involved in the vrolovant
consuligtionc.

Yhe dramotic deve'lopmenis in tho formor Yugoclavia underYine the need for the

Eureopean Communitly 1o be given tho nocossary Inrivrumonts 1o meot {ts
roepentibil{tdor, Our Conmunity muet be in 8 paedddnn 46 makn {4te contribuidon

to mainLaining poace and defending human réghic Lhroughout the world.

The CEuropoan Pariitament rvonewe dlec support for Lhe poace offorie of the
community of Twoeilve. Il calls Tor the continustion of humanitarian aid to those
affocted by tho eonflici, particuiarty 4n Boenia-Horzogovina. Such aid 1s all
the movo urgont in view of {ho onheel of winler.

L N

May I conclude Ly sgaying ihat in holding 4tec special session tho Eurepoan
Parliament has token s step which has boon undersiood by tho gonovral publie,
Thoe vopolution pubtmitind 1o you cantaine aloar ctatomentie.

IL 18 now up to you Lo take in Lho mossapge and Lo send out cleay pignals in the
present critics) situatiion,

We cannot 8l1l1ow cuvenlvene 1n hne undor any 11lurtinane:

Wo must be fully eware Lhal & gulf har oponoad up belween political action and
the citizen,

It 418 not tho poople who are rosponsible for Lhis.

0On Lha rantrary, 11 18 up 16 All of us, tho Counctl, Lhe Membar Slates, the
Commtesion and Paridament to admit that 44 {¢ we who have allowod Lhis
alionation to arisc,.



The rocognition that wo aro Lo bilame will nol chango anything. We should
formally undortake to uso a1 thoe avellable waye and moane of making good this
lack of {nformation,.

we nmust inform our cibicune fuily abeul sur tntenidone and astions and at tho
same Lime frame auy policics in such & way thatl peoplo cen undorstand then.

It %5 only by doing so that we wil} gain Lhe necessary acceptance, which will

onable us to achievo the Furopoan Union and Lthus contribute Lo poace and freedom
in Europo and 1in tho world. é
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